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The 2019 Commemoration, American Evolution featured key historic events
in 1619 that shaped American life including the first legislative assembly at
Jamestown, the arrival of the first English women in significant numbers,
and the arrival of the first recorded Africans to English North America. Four
hundred years ago the story of America began, and with that, the fight for
equality and citizenship started forging the path for an ever evolving, and
more inclusive, future. Using these three key events as a framework, the
web documentary, "Our American Evolution," guides viewers along a
curated and interactive journey of American history as told through
highlights of the 2019 Commemoration events and exhibitions; artifacts and
archival materials; and, summits featuring community leaders, revolutionary
thinkers and innovators. "Our American Evolution" weaves together stories
from 400 years of history and challenges the viewer to think about their role
in moving America forward towards a more just society for all.

OUR AMERICAN EVOLUTION
Runtime: Interactive
2020,  Rated ALL AGES
Available at OurAmericanEvolution.com



 

THE FIRST REPRESENTATIVE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY IN

THE NEW WORLD

THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST
RECORDED AFRICANS TO

ENGLISH NORTH AMERICA

THE RECRUITMENT OF
ENGLISH WOMEN IN

SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS

In 1607, the Virginia Company of London sponsored a journey that changed the world when it
invested in the Jamestown settlement. Shortly thereafter, in 1619, a series of pivotal events set

Virginia on a course toward the American ideals of democracy, diversity, and opportunity that has
shaped our nation. The 2019 Commemoration, American Evolution explored these formative 1619

events, which included:

OUR AMERICAN EVOLUTION DISCUSSION GUIDE



This project was created to inspire audiences to learn more about Virginia, its history and
its global impact. Now we would like to equip you to facilitate a meaningful group or
community discussion about the people, places and stories that have shaped our American
evolution. In this digital age there are numerous ways you can invite others to join you in
viewing and discussing "Our American Evolution." Consider asking your club to try an
interactive web documentary for discussion this month or host a watch party via Facebook,
Zoom or Google Hangout.
 

Set a date and time
Find an online discussion platform like ZOOM or Google Hangout
Identify partners to co-host
Promote your question-and-answer discussion
Coordinate day-of event logistics

Prepare to host a successful group discussion 
with these steps:
 

Hosting An Interactive Web 
Documentary Discussion



These are emotional topics. Many friends, family members and
community leaders in the audience will want to share their own
personal stories. These stories can be powerful agents for change.
Be sure to provide opportunities to listen and have your audience
be heard.

BE A GOOD LISTENER

Everyone has a sphere of influence. Ask the participants to
brainstorm how they can harness their network to spread the word
about this project.

EXPLORE THEIR SPHERE
OF INFLUENCE

You might run out of time before everyone is engaged. Plan in
advance to host a second post-showing discussion. Have your
audience save the date for your next action-focused get-together.

CREATE A FOLLOW-
UP PROCESS

How To Facilitate A Conversation



Freedom… Representation… Citizenship. 
 
The seeds of democracy were planted at Jamestown in 1619, when representatives
from the major settlements convened the first General Assembly, which was
modeled after the English Parliament. The representatives, called burgesses,
included two male settlers chosen by Governor George Yeardley from each of the
eleven settlements. In 1643, the General Assembly became the Virginia House of
Burgesses, an early legislative assembly of elected representatives that met once a
year to determine taxation and other legal regulations. The transition from General
Assembly to House of Burgesses is significant in that it represented a shift in power
from the English monarchy to elected representatives from the colonies. Self-
governance challenged the established idea of divine ordinance and, perhaps
threatened by this budding government, King James I attempted to break up the
General Assembly - nearly 150 years before the American Revolution. Inspired by
the Virginia General Assembly, the other colonies demanded to create their own
representative governments. The House of Burgesses laid the framework for
American democracy and established early self-determination and a strong
independent spirit amongst the colonists.

FIRST REPRESENTATIVE
ASSEMBLY



QUESTION 1
Self governance challenged what established idea of governance? How did this
threaten King James I?

QUESTION 2
What were the first legislative representatives called and what were the
requirements for this office? What could have been changed to ensure that all
groups in the settlement were adequately represented? 

QUESTION 3
Who was tasked with documenting or summarizing the passed ordinances of the
first parliamentary proceedings on Jamestown Island? What does this document not
include?

Discussion Guide

FIRST REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY - FOUNDING



QUESTION 1
According to former president William Clinton what phrase from the Preamble to the
Constitution must be defined again and again by every new sitting president? How
would you define this phrase?

QUESTION 2
Chief Lynette Allston mentions a Native American tribe present at the onset of
Jamestown. Is this tribe still present today in Virginia? How might you learn more
about them and their history?

QUESTION 3
According to former Speaker of the UK House of Commons John Bercow, the
legislature and representatives have what responsibility? Share an example of how
this responsibility might affect your daily life.

Discussion Guide

FIRST REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY - FORGING
Discussion Guide



QUESTION 1
What are the hallmarks of democracy?

QUESTION 2
What was the site of the first southern reading of the Emancipation
Proclamation? What are some of the characteristics of the Emancipation Oak that
make it an effective symbol of freedom?

QUESTION 3
In 2017 Elizabeth Guzman, Kelly Fowler and Hala Ayala were elected to Virginia’s
House of Delegates. What was significant about their election?

Discussion Guide
FIRST REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY - EVOLVING

Discussion Guide



ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST
AFRICANS

The American quality of being able to overcome great hardship and
adversity was born through the lived experience of African Americans
over four centuries. There is no greater injustice in American history
than the fact that the foundations of freedom and industry were built
by the labor and suffering of enslaved persons and Native Americans
who endured forced migration from their land. In 1619, “20 and odd”
Africans were taken from their homelands and forced into slavery by
colonists who spoke of freedom and democracy. Here at the beginning
in 1619, black history and American history intertwined inseparably as
one, even as colonists and the first Africans led very different lives. We
honor and observe the memories of our ancestors and use our
knowledge of the past to seek reconciliation in the future. The history
we write that tells our story matters.



QUESTION 1
Where in Virginia does Black history and American history intertwine for the first
time?

QUESTION 2
Congresswoman Karen R. Bass blames some of the conflict we are experiencing
as a nation on our denial of parts of our history. What part of our history is she
referring to?

QUESTION 3
What prominent family tree was featured in “Determined: The 400 Year Struggle
For Black Equality”? Why is this family tree significant?

Discussion Guide
ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST AFRICANS - FOUNDING

Discussion Guide



QUESTION 1
According to the National Park Service opportunity and entrepreneurship helped
Maggie Lena Walker develop into one of the most powerful business women of
her day in the United States.  How do you see these principles at work in her life?

QUESTION 2
What organization was modeled after the Masons or Odd Fellows in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries to combat segregation? What services did they offer as a
means to accomplish their goal?

QUESTION 3
An education movement made noticeable by Barbara Johns contributed to a
cultural shift in Virginia and the United States. What other areas have contributed
to creating this shift locally and nationally?

Discussion Guide
ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST AFRICANS - FORGING

Discussion Guide



QUESTION 1
Brycen Dildy challenges the audience at the First African Landing Commemorative
Ceremony to “use this opportunity to celebrate your commitment to being a more caring
and kind individual.” What are some of the ways that you can honor this commitment in
your community?

QUESTION 2
How does archaeology (the study of human history through the excavation of sites and the
analysis of artifacts and other physical remains.) offer us a new look at a forgotten history?
How does it contribute to the “new narrative”?

QUESTION 3
The model for the Emancipation Proclamation and Freedom Monument is currently under
development for Richmond, Virginia, a city that is also home to monuments of prominent
confederate leaders. What role do monuments and art play in our public narrative?

Discussion Guide
ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST AFRICANS - EVOLVING

Discussion Guide



RECRUITMENT OF
ENGLISH WOMEN

Twelve years after the founding of the first permanent English settlement
at Jamestown, 147 English women were recruited by the Virginia
Company and brought to the colony to create permanency, stability, and
family. Women in the new colonies took on domestic responsibilities in
the home and household. However, despite representing half the
population, women did not have the same rights as their male
counterparts in the New World. Women could not vote and their property
rights were surrendered to their husbands upon marriage. Through
archaeological discoveries at Historic Jamestowne, researchers have been
able to contextualize the stories of the early women of English heritage to
arrive in America in significant numbers, as well as stories of Native
women who lived in the area long before the colonists arrived and African
women like Angelo, who began arriving in 1619. Explore the stories of
these early women who faced extreme challenges and ultimately
overcame societal inequities and legal challenges to impact the course of
their lives.



QUESTION 1
What prominent female leader of the 17th century signed the Virginia-Indian Treaty of
Middle Plantation, establishing the first Native American reservation in the United
States? Why did some see this treaty’s signing as controversial?

QUESTION 2
What papers document the arrival of 56 English women to Jamestown in 1620 and
1621? What challenges would these women have faced in the 17th century as single,
young women?

QUESTION 3
What fundamental right did these first women lack and what impact did this have on
their daily life? (hint- see the story of Anne Burras Laydon)

Discussion Guide
RECRUITMENT OF ENGLISH WOMEN - FOUNDING

Discussion Guide



QUESTION 1
The Women’s Emporium was founded by Maggie Walker and was one of the few black
owned businesses on Broad Street in Richmond. What essential training did this shop
provide? How did this shop impact future female owned businesses in Virginia?

QUESTION 2
In the 17th and 18th centuries women were encouraged not to “slander husbands or
neighbors.” Why would slander have been discouraged?

QUESTION 3
Adele Goodman Clarke played a prominent role in the early days of the women's suffrage
movement in Virginia. What artistic skill did she employ to lobby her fellow Virginians to
take action?  What unique abilities could you leverage to support an important cause?

Discussion Guide
RECRUITMENT OF ENGLISH WOMEN - FORGING

Discussion Guide



QUESTION 1
During the Women’s Achieve Summit, Queen Latifah invited the crowd to
celebrate 400 years of women shaping our history. Who are the women that have
influenced your story and deserve to be celebrated?

QUESTION 2
Entrepreneurship and advocacy have both played an important role in women’s
lives over the last 400 years. How do you expect these roles to evolve?

QUESTION 3
The Women’s Monument on Capitol Square is the first monument of its kind,
paying homage to 12 diverse women that have shaped Virginia’s history. What
are other creative ways we can share forgotten or untold stories of our history?

Discussion Guide
RECRUITMENT OF ENGLISH WOMEN - EVOLVING

Discussion Guide



Take Action
During the 2019 Commemoration,
American Evolution we identified

hundreds of men and women that
challenged the status quo and
forever changed the future of

Virginia and the United States of
America. They became change-

makers. You can join them and be
a changemaker in your

community. Here are a few ways to
get involved:



Get Involved With
Local Organizations

Historical Societies
Advocacy groups that focus on democracy,
immigration or civic engagement
Nonprofit groups that focus on diversity and
equity in your community
Community organizations that promote
opportunity for all

Get The Attention Of 
The Decision Makers

Call their office and schedule an in-person meeting
Follow them on social media channels
Attend civic meetings open to the public
Recommend they watch "Our American Evolution"
Invite them to join your community discussion
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A Special Thank You To 
OUR AMERICAN EVOLUTION Partners

Jamestown Settlement
Virginia Thanksgiving Festival

2016 African Arrival Ceremony
Memorial Church at Historic Jamestowne on Jamestown Island

Emancipation Oak, Hampton, Virginia
400th Commemorative Ceremony of the First Representative

Legislative Assembly
Presidential Ideas Festival

Pocahontas Exhibition Coal Mine
Madison Scholars Roundtable

Global Pathfinder Summit
New Virginians: 1619 – 2019 and Beyond

2019 British Embassy Reception
American Evolution Forum on the Future of Representative

Democracy
 
 

First African Landing Commemorative Ceremony
World Premiere of Passage by the Dance Theatre of Harlem

Faith Journeys in the Black Experience
James Madison’s Montpelier

Robert Russa Moton Museum
1619 Making of America Summit

10th Biennial Conference of the Association for the Study of the
Worldwide African Diaspora

Cosmologies from the Tree of Life: Art from the African American
South

Emancipation Proclamation and Freedom Monument
Tom Tom Founders Festival
Women’s Achieve Summit

TENACITY: Women in Jamestown and Early Virginia
Women’s Monument at Capitol Square

 

Featured Locations & Events:



 

With special thanks to featured 2019 Commemoration,
American Evolution Partners

Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation
Virginia Tourism Corporation

Berkeley Plantation
Fort Monroe Authority

City of Hampton, Virginia
Virginia Arts Festival

Jamestown Rediscovery
National Park Service
Preservation Virginia

Virginia General Assembly
The University of Virginia, Miller Center

Montpelier Foundation
The University of Virginia

Presidential Precinct
 
 
 

Library of Virginia
Virginia Humanities

British Embassy, Washington, D.C.
William & Mary

Virginia Council of Churches
Robert Russa Moton Museum

Norfolk State University
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Tom Tom Foundation
Virginia Capitol Foundation
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