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VIRGINIA: BIRTHPLACE OF AMERICA

Over the past 400 years AMERICAN EVOLUTION™ has been rooted in Virginia. From the first
permanent American settlement to its cultural diversity, and its commerce and industry,

Virginia has long been recognized as the birthplace of our nation and has been influential in

shaping our ideals of democracy, diversity and opportunity.

Virginia is home to numerous national historic sites including Jamestown, Mount Vernon,
Monticello, Montpelier, Colonial Williamsburg, Arlington National Cemetery, Appomattox
Court House, and Fort Monroe.

Some of America’s most prominent patriots, and eight U.S. Presidents, were Virginians —
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, William Henry
Harrison, John Tyler, Zachary Taylor, and Woodrow Wilson.

Virginia produced explorers and innovators such as Lewis & Clark, pioneering physician
Walter Reed, North Pole discoverer Richard Byrd, and Tuskegee Institute founder Booker T.
Washington, all whose genius and dedication transformed America.

Bristol, Virginia is recognized as the birthplace of country music.

Virginia musicians Maybelle Carter, June Carter Cash, Ella Fitzgerald, Patsy Cline, and the
Statler Brothers helped write the American songbook, which today is interpreted by the
current generation of Virginian musicians such as Bruce Hornsby, Pharrell Williams, and
Missy Elliot.

Virginia is home to authors such as Willa Cather, Anne Spencer, Russell Baker, and Tom
Wolfe, who captured distinctly American stories on paper.

Influential women who hail from the Commonwealth include Katie Couric, Sandra Bullock,
Wanda Sykes, and Shirley MacLaine.

Athletes from Virginia — each who elevated the standards of their sport — include Pernell
Whitaker, Moses Malone, Fran Tarkenton, Sam Snead, Wendell Scott, Arthur Ashe,
Gabrielle Douglas, and Francena McCorory.



