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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

VIRGINIA’S 2019 COMMEMORATION, AMERICAN EVOLUTION  
SECURES MORE THAN $4.3M IN PRIVATE SUPPORT 

 
Jamestown, VA (April 16, 2019) – Today Virginia’s 2019 Commemoration, American Evolution announced 
it has secured more than $4.3 million in private contributions, which will support the campaign’s year-
long schedule of more than 20 signature events, programs, and educational initiatives. Designed to inspire 
local, national and international engagement in the themes of democracy, diversity and opportunity, 
American Evolution explores significant 1619 Virginia events that appreciably shaped 400 years of history 
in Virginia and America. These 1619 Virginia events include the first representative legislative assembly in 
the New World, the arrival of the first recorded Africans to English North America, the recruitment of 
English women in significant numbers, the first official English Thanksgiving in North America, and the 
development of the Virginia colony’s entrepreneurial and innovative spirit.   
 
The 2019 Commemoration, American Evolution is a private public partnership. To match the support by 
the General Assembly, the commemoration has leveraged public resources to secure private support for 
the programs and events that are building awareness of Virginia’s role in the creation of the United States 
and reinforcing Virginia’s leadership in education, tourism and economic development.  On average, from 
2016-2018, the commemoration events are estimated to have generated an economic impact of $12.3 
million (direct, indirect and induced) that supported 126 jobs in Virginia per year.  
 
“Our generous sponsors expand the 2019 Commemoration, American Evolution’s ability to engage with 
Virginians and Americans as we foster conversations about often difficult history and share an authentic 
and inclusive narrative of Virginia’s indelible influence on today’s America,” said Paul Koonce, President, 
2019 Commemoration, Inc. “We look forward to working closely with all of our corporate, foundation and 
individual contributors as we execute educational projects, signature events, special exhibitions and 
initiatives of local, national and international significance that reinforce the Commonwealth’s leadership 
in education, tourism, and economic development.” 
 
American Evolution corporate and foundation contributors include: 
 

• Founding Partner ($1,200,000 and above) 
o Dominion Energy 

 
• Virginia Colony Partners ($500,000-$1,000,000) 

o Altria 
o TowneBank 

mailto:Robin.crawford@finnpartners.com
https://www.americanevolution2019.com/events/
https://www.americanevolution2019.com/events/
https://www.americanevolution2019.com/sponsors/
https://www.dominionenergy.com/
http://www.altria.com/
https://www.townebank.com/


 

 

 
• Presenting Partners  ($150,000-$300,000) 

o Sentara Healthcare/ Optima Health  
o University of Virginia 
o Virginia Tech Carilion 
o Huntington Ingalls Industries - Newport News Shipbuilding 

 
• Virginia to America Partners ($100,000-$149,999) 

o Ferguson 
o Inova Health System 
o McGuireWoods 
o Richard S. Reynolds Foundation 
o Smithfield Foods, Inc. 

 
• Statewide Engagement Partners ($50,000-$99,999) 

o Virginia Lottery 
o Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation/Amtrak 
o Riverside Health System 
o Framatome 

 
• American Evolution Champions ($25,000-$49,999) 

o CGI 
o Hourigan Construction Corporation 
o NewMarket 
o WestRock 

 
• American Evolution Friends (Under $25,000) 

o Anheuser-Busch 
o BWX Technologies, Inc.  
o Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC 

 
About the 2019 Commemoration 
The 2019 Commemoration, American Evolution™ highlights events that occurred in Virginia in 1619 that 
continue to influence America today. Featured programs, events and legacy projects will position Virginia 
as a leader in education, tourism and economic development. American Evolution™ commemorates the 
ongoing journey toward the key ideals of democracy, diversity and opportunity. Dominion Energy is an 
American Evolution Founding Partner and Altria Group and TowneBank are Virginia Colony Partners.  
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https://www.optimahealth.com/
http://www.virginia.edu/
https://www.vtc.vt.edu/
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