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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Q: What is the 2019 Commemoration, American EvolutionTM? 

A: American Evolution™ commemorates the 400th anniversary of key historical events that occurred in 

Virginia in 1619 that continue to influence America today. Featured events, programs and legacy 

projects inspire local, national and international engagement in the themes of democracy, diversity, 

and opportunity. This Commemoration is not just about Jamestown or Fort Monroe – it in fact 

elevates the history and stories from cities and towns across the Commonwealth that had an enduring 

influence in shaping today's America. 

Q: What is the goal of American Evolution™? 

A: The Commonwealth of Virginia, along with notable Virginia institutions and national partners, is 

hosting a series of education programs, signature events and legacy projects of national and 

international significance to build awareness of Virginia’s role in the creation of the United States and 

to reinforce Virginia’s leadership in education, tourism, and economic development. 

Q: What is the 2019 Commemoration, American EvolutionTM commemorating? 

A: American Evolution™ highlights pivotal events of 1619 Virginia that have had an enduring impact on 

the Commonwealth and America’s history. American Evolution™ also explores the 400 years of 

intervening history and how 1619 issues that faced the English colonists, Africans and Indians are still 

relevant today.  

 

The year 1619 was a pivotal in the establishment of the first permanent English Colony in North 

America.  A list of 1619 historical events include: 

 First representative Legislative Assembly in the New World 

 Recruitment of English Women in Significant Numbers  

 Arrival of The First Recorded Africans To English North America 

 First Official English Thanksgiving in North America 

 Entrepreneurial and Innovative Spirit of The Virginia Colony  

Q: How will the 2019 Commemoration benefit cities across the Commonwealth? 

A: This Commemoration includes education programs, events and legacy projects that will generate 

significant and long-lasting economic development and tourism in cities across Virginia. We have 

engaged partners across the Commonwealth to explore Virginia’s rich history and its impact on 

American Evolution™. 

 



 

Q: Why do we need to commemorate the events of 1619? 

A: A core element of civics education is commemorating formative events in our nation’s history.  As a 

society, we need to fully understand the foundation for today’s America.  Learning about the 

challenges, successes and inequities of the past enables a full appreciation of the difficult path our 

nation has taken to arrive at today’s America. This honest historical perspective empowers and 

motivates citizens, both current and future generations, to take an active role in shaping the course 

of our nation’s future. 

Q: Where can I get more info? 

A: We invite you to connect with us and join the conversation. 

 Visit our website AmericanEvolution2019.com     

 Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/Commemorate2019 

 Instagram @2019Commemoration 

 Twitter @commemorate2019 

 

  

http://www.americanevolution2019.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Commemorate2019


ABOUT THE EVENTS 

Q: Can you tell me about some of the events in the 2019 Commemoration? 

A: All of the events that are part of the 2019 Commemoration, American Evolution™, tie back to the 

themes of diversity, democracy and opportunity. Events illuminate one or more of these themes and 

showcase the importance of Virginia in shaping American Evolution™. The Commemoration includes 

educational lectures, fine arts, performing arts, festivals, food, history, entrepreneurship and 

innovation. There is absolutely something for everyone in the planned events and projects. There’s 

something for everyone! 

 

Q: You’ve said that this is a Commonwealth-wide effort, what does it look like outside of the 

Jamestown area? 

A: Over the next few years the 2019 Commemoration will be partnering and hosting events throughout 

Virginia. See our Events page for details on the statewide events.   

http://www.americanevolution2019.com/events


ABOUT THE PILLARS 

Q: What role did women play in 1619 Virginia? 

A: Women were a stabilizing force for the colony. Not only did their arrival help colonists put down roots 

and form families, women also ensured survival by doing domestic work – brewing beer, making 

clothes, preparing food - which the male colonists were loath to do. It is clear that America’s 

birthplace, the Jamestown colony, would not have survived without the brave Native American, 

African and English women who fostered stability and facilitated Virginia’s transition from a colony to 

a permanent home. 

Q: What are some little-known facts about the first Africans’ important and changing role in the 

Virginia colony and today’s America? 

A: Many people don’t realize how early Africans arrived in English North America. People are always 

surprised to learn that the first Africans, who were mostly Angolans, arrived at Point Comfort nearly 

400 years ago, in today’s Hampton, Virginia. The first Africans who were among Jamestown’s English 

settlers had an intimate familiarity with European customs, governance systems and military tactics – 

which were part of everyday life for 17th century Angolans. Also, many are unaware that when Africans 

first arrived slavery had yet to be codified and both blacks and whites could be indentured servants. 

Despite this, the first Africans were treated as slaves and only a rare few were able to purchase their 

freedom. African American history has included both triumph and tribulation and has indelibly shaped 

the country we know today. 

Q: How is Virginia’s Legislative Assembly the foundation for America’s democratic government? 

A: The seeds of America’s democratic system were sewn in 1619 Virginia when Colonial Governor George 

Yardley convened the first legislative assembly on the American continent in Jamestown. In July 1619, 

the first legislative assembly was called to order, and over the next six days, 22 representatives from 

11 Virginia “boroughs” developed and passed laws that evolved Virginia’s colonial settlement beyond 

a commercial enterprise. This earliest expression of America’s democratic ideals was the formative 

event in establishing the United States’ current system of representative government. 


