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AMERICAN EVOLUTION™AND CINÉBAR PRODUCTIONS ANNOUNCE NEW, HOUR-
LONG DOCUMENTARY 

“America in 1619: The Year Before the Pilgrims” Highlights Pivotal 1619 Virginia Events 
 

Jamestown, VA (September 18, 2017) – Today, Virginia’s 2019 Commemoration, AMERICAN 

EVOLUTION™ and Cinébar Productions announced a partnership to produce an hour-long documentary 

that examines key events that occurred in 1619 Virginia, which have helped form our nation’s place in the 

world today. The documentary, “America in 1619: The Year Before the Pilgrims,” will explore the long-

term ramifications of the events and issues that emerged in 1619 and have come to both bedevil and 

define the United States. These pivotal moments in 1619 include the first representative government in 

the New World; the arrival of the first Africans to the English North America; and the recruitment of 

English women to the Virginia colony.  These events each played an important role in shaping the 

American experience.  

  

The documentary is one of nine legacy projects supported by the 2019 Commemoration. The 

Commonwealth of Virginia is providing major funding for this documentary. The initial screening will take 

place at the Jamestown Settlement and is planned for a national broadcast in 2019.  

 

“The role of the 2019 Commemoration is to help educate the public about the key events of 1619 Virginia 

and the continued impact of those events to modern American society. It is critical that we understand 

our history so we can contextualize our place in the world today,” said Kathy Spangler, Executive Director 

of the 2019 Commemoration. “This documentary will share the stories and help audiences understand 

the importance of this time in our history and will encourage them to dig deeper to learn more about our 

AMERICAN EVOLUTION™.” 

 

“There is so much history that is relevant to who we are today as Americans that many people don’t know 

about,” said Rich Borenstein, co-owner of Cinébar Productions. “We felt that the events of 1619 would 

make an informative, compelling and entertaining documentary and help viewers understand this 

important year in American history. We are proud to partner with the 2019 Commemoration and help 

them advance their mission to inform the public about this pivotal year.” 

mailto:Sarah.marsbowie@finnpartners.com
mailto:Sarah.marsbowie@finnpartners.com


 

 

 

To learn more about formative events that occurred in 1619 Virginia and continue to influence America 

today through Virginia’s 2019 Commemoration, AMERICAN EVOLUTION™. The multi-year initiative 

includes events, programs, education and legacy projects that highlight pivotal events of 1619 Virginia, 

which have had an enduring impact on Virginia and America’s history. AMERICAN EVOLUTIONTM also 

explores the 400 years of intervening history and how 1619 issues that faced the English colonists, Africans 

and Indians are still relevant today. Visit www.AmericanEvolution2019.com for more information.  

 

About the 2019 Commemoration 

The 2019 Commemoration, AMERICAN EVOLUTION™, highlights events that occurred in Virginia in 1619 

that continue to influence America today. Featured programs, events and legacy projects will position 

Virginia as a leader in education, tourism and economic development. AMERICAN EVOLUTION™ 

commemorates the ongoing journey toward the key ideals of democracy, diversity and opportunity. 

Dominion Resources is an AMERICAN EVOLUTIONTM Founding Partner and Altria Group is a Virginia Colony 

Partner.   

 

About Cinébar Productions 

Formed to service the special requirements of the non-profit community, Cinébar Productions, Inc. 

specializes in motion media productions providing stimulating visuals, accurate interpretation of 

information and concise storytelling.  Cinébar's programs are used to speak to a wide range of audiences 

with varied age, social, economic, and educational backgrounds. These range from award-winning 

broadcast documentaries to interactive exhibits, orientation and fund-raising programs. 

 

### 

http://www.americanevolution2019.com/

